
The Coming of
t he S � s es s u

A new alien race for the STAR FRONTlERS® game
by David Cook

[Editor�s note: David �Zeb� Cook was one

of  th e orig inal  desig ners of  th e S T A R
F R O N T I ER S ® g am e sy stem . T h ou g h
f u tu re rel eases f rom  T S R ,  I nc .,  m ay
m ake no ref erenc e to th e S �sessu ,
g am ers m ay  adop t th em  into th eir
g am es as p l ay er c h arac ters if  th e ref eree
so al l ows and if  c are is u sed in setting
th em  u p  in th e c am p aig n.]

Fir s t  c ont a c t  wit h t he  S�s e s s u oc c ur r e d
s hor t ly a ft e r  a  br ie f s kir mis h be t we e n
t he  S�s e s s u a nd t he  U PFS fr iga t e  H el l sc ar.
T he  H el l sc ar,  s e ve r e ly da ma ge d in a n
e nc ount e r  wit h t wo Sa t ha r  s hips ,  ma de

a n e me r ge nc y j ump a nd r e - e nt e r e d
nor ma l s pa c e  off Phr i�s k,  one  of t he  t wo
s e t t le d wor lds  be longing t o t he  S�s e s s u.
O r bit a l s t a t ions  r e gis t e r e d t he  a r r iva l of
t he  wa r s hip,  a nd a n int e r pla ne t a r y s c out
wa s  s e nt  t o inve s t iga t e .

T he  H el l sc ar e s t a blis he d vis ua l c ont a c t
wit h t he  s c out  a nd r e fr a ine d fr om offe n-
s ive  a c t ion,  s inc e  t he  s c out  wa s  of a n

unknown de s ign. Ha iling s igna ls  fr om
t he  H el l sc ar we r e  r e t ur ne d on a n
unus e d fr e q ue nc y in a n unt r a ns la t e d
la ngua ge . W he n t e le vis ua l s hip- t o- s hip
c ommunic a t ion wa s  e s t a blis he d,  t he
H el l sc ar�s c a pt a in,  be lie ving he  ha d
s t umble d ont o a  Sa t ha r  ba s e ,  ope ne d

fir e  on t he  s c out  ve s s e l.
For t una t e ly,  t he  fr iga t e �s  fir e - c ont r ol

s ys t e ms  we r e  da ma ge d a nd t he  s hot s
mis s e d. T he  s c out  ve s s e l r e t ur ne d fir e
a nd ma na ge d t o c r ipple  t he  fr iga t e ,
t hough t he  s ma lle r  s hip�s  we a pons  we r e
t e c hnologic a lly out mode d by U PFS
s t a nda r ds . T he  fr iga t e �s  c a pt a in br oa d-
c a s t  a  long- r a nge  dis t r e s s  c a ll t o t he
Fe de r a t ion,  but  he  a nd his  c r e w we r e
una ble  t o r e s is t  a  boa r ding a t t e mpt  by
t he  S�s e s s u.

Se ve r a l we e ks  la t e r ,  a n a t t a c k/ r e s c ue
fle e t  a r r ive d off Phr i�s k. T he  U PFS fle e t
wa s  la r ge  e nough t o s uit a bly impr e s s  t he
S�s e s s u,  a  r e ma r ka ble  a c hie ve me nt  c on-
s ide r ing t he ir  r a c ia l t e nde nc ie s . Ha ving
de t e r mine d by t a lking wit h t he  H el l s-
c ar�s c a pt a in t ha t  t he  a lie ns  we r e  not
Sa t ha r ,  t he  fle e t  c omma nde r  or ga niz e d
t he  fir s t  diploma t ic  mis s ions  a nd for ma l
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c ont a c t  be t we e n t he  S�s e s s u a nd t he
Fe de r a t ion pr oc e e de d unhinde r e d. T he
S�s e s s u r e fus e d t o give  up t he  fr iga t e ,
whic h t he y c ons ide r e d a  pr iz e  s hip;
be c a us e  of t his  a nd t he  fr iga t e  c a pt a in�s
fa milia r it y wit h t he  S�s e s s u fr om his
c a pt ivit y,  t he  H el l sc ar�s c a pt a in wa s
de s igna t e d t e mpor a r y a mba s s a dor  t o
t he  S�s e s s u wor lds .

P h ys ic al  ap p e ar an c e

S�s e s s u a r e  a lmos t  ide nt ic a l in a ppe a r -
a nc e  t o Sa t ha r ,  t he  mos t  obvious  diffe r -
e nc e  be t we e n t he m be ing body
c olor a t ion. A  Sa t ha r �s  s kin is  ye llow or

br own,  but  a  S�s e s s u ha s  a  br ight  pink-
or  gr e e n- t int e d s kin. T he  S�s e s s u do not
ha ve  t he  pa t t e r ns  of dot s  or  s t r ipe s  on
t he ir  he a ds  t ha t  t he  Sa t ha r  ha ve . O t he r -
wis e ,  a ll ot he r  de s c r ipt ive  infor ma t ion

on Sa t ha r  c a n be  a pplie d t o S�s e s s u.

S e n s e s

A  S�s e s s u�s  s e ns e  of he a r ing is  e q ua l t o a
Huma n�s . I t s  s e ns e  of t a s t e  is  s light ly
be t t e r  t ha n a  Huma n� s ,  but  it s  s e ns e  of
s me ll is  s ome wha t  le s s  we ll de ve lope d. A
S�s e s s u�s  double  pupils  give  it  s upe r ior
a ll- a r ound vis ion,  a llowing it  t o s e e  in
s e ve r a l dir e c t ions  a t  onc e . A  S�s e s s u
a lwa ys  ha s  a  + 2  I nit ia t ive  M odifie r
be c a us e  of it s  e xc e lle nt  vis ion.

S p e e c h

S�s e s s u s pe a k wit h a  his s ing lis p. T he y

ha ve  q uic kly le a r ne d Pa n- Ga la c t ic  s inc e
t he ir  e xis t e nc e  wa s  dis c ove r e d,  a nd t he y
c a n s pe a k it  nor ma lly. T he y c a n a ls o
s pe a k t he  la ngua ge  of t he ir  own r a c e .

S oc ie t y an d c u s t om s

I n ge ne r a l,  S�s e s s u a r e  e xt r e me ly c om-
pe t it ive  a nd s e lf- c e nt e r e d. E a c h individ-
ua l doe s  wha t  it  wa nt s ,  c a r ing lit t le  for

ot he r s  e xc e pt  for  t hos e  who c a n he lp
t he  S�s e s s u a c hie ve  it s  goa ls . Powe r  a nd
pos s e s s ions  a r e  only for  t hos e  S�s e s s u
who c a n t a ke  a nd ke e p t he m. T his
would s e e m t o c r e a t e  a  s oc ie t y whe r e
mur de r  a nd viole nc e  a r e  r a mpa nt ,  but
t his  is  not  t he  c a s e . I nde e d,  a t  t ime s
S�s e s s u c a n be  highly or ga niz e d a nd

c oope r a t ive ,  a nd viole nt  c r ime  is  a n
unc ommon oc c ur r e nc e  a mong t he m.

I f a  S�s e s s u be lie ve s  t he r e  is  s ome  s or t
of pe r s ona l ga in t o be  ha d in doing s o,  it
will wor k c oope r a t ive ly wit h ot he r
be ings . A  gr oup of S�s e s s u might  pool
t he ir  mone y t o build a n int e r s t e lla r
s pa c e s hip,  a nd a not he r  gr oup might  hir e
a  polic e  for c e  t o pr ot e c t  t he m fr om
r obbe r y or  mur de r  by ot he r s . Howe ve r ,

S�s e s s u will ha ve  only one  le a de r  a mong
t he m in mos t  s it ua t ions . T hus ,  a  S�s e s s u
c ompa ny is  c ont r olle d by one  e xt r e me ly

powe r ful bos s ; t he  c a pt a in of a  S�s e s s u
s pa c e s hip is  t he  a bs olut e  le a de r  of a ll
be ings  a boa r d t ha t  s hip. S�s e s s u philos o-

phie s  a r e  ba s e d on ge t t ing a nd ke e ping
powe r ,  not  on wha t  is  r ight  or  wr ong. T o
a  S�s e s s u,  t he  only a c t ions  t ha t  a r e
� wr ong�  a r e  t hos e  t ha t  ke e p it  fr om
r e a c hing it s  goa l in t he  be s t  a nd s a fe s t
ma nne r  pos s ible .

T he  dis c ove r y of t he  S�s e s s u ha s  pr e -
s e nt e d a  puz z le  for  xe nobiologis t s . T he

S�s e s s u ha ve  no e xpla na t ion for  t he ir
s imila r it y t o Sa t ha r  a nd we r e  in fa c t
una wa r e  of t he  e xis t e nc e  of t he  Sa t ha r
unt il c ont a c t  wit h t he  U PF. T he  c ur r e nt
t he or y he ld a mong s c ie nt is t s  is  t ha t  t he
S�s e s s u a r e  a n offs hoot  of t he  Sa t ha r
r a c e ,  a nd t his  s e e ms  we ll- s uppor t e d. I f
t his  is  t r ue ,  t he  s e pa r a t ion be t we e n t he
Sa t ha r  a nd S�s e s s u would ha ve  t o ha ve
oc c ur r e d mor e  t ha n 2 0 , 0 0 0  ye a r s  a go,
long be for e  t he  Sa t ha r  or  t he  S�s e s s u a r e
known t o ha ve  de ve lope d s pa c e  t r a ve l. I t
ha s  be e n s pe c ula t e d t ha t  a n a nc ie nt
unknown r a c e  of a lie ns  ( pos s ibly t he
gr oup known t o xe noa r c ha e ologis t s  a s
t he  T e t r a r c hs )  t r a ns pla nt e d a  s ma ll
gr oup of S�s e s s u t o t he ir  pr e s e nt  home -
wor ld a t  t ha t  t ime .

S�s e s s u only hold c la im t o a  s ma ll
r e gion of s pa c e ,  c ons is t ing of t wo s t e lla r
s ys t e ms  ( e a c h wit h one  s ma ll inha bit e d
pla ne t )  lying t e n light  ye a r s  fr om t he
Gr una  Ga r u s ys t e m,  on a  line  r unning
fr om D ixon�s  St a r  t o Gr una  Ga r u a nd on
t o t he  S�s e s s u wor lds . D ue  t o t he ir  s imi-
la r it y t o t he  Sa t ha r ,  it  wa s  only t hr ough
luc k a nd c a r e ful diploma c y t ha t  t he y
we r e  not  imme dia t e ly a t t a c ke d a s  hos t ile



aliens by the rescue force that found
their homeworld. L ittle is known about
the S�sessu�s history, as friendly diplo-

matic relations have only recently been
established.

The S�sessu are extremely aggressive
business dealers. In their attempts to
gain an equal footing with the other
races in the Frontier Sector, they have
hired adventurers to spy on, infiltrate,
steal from, or suppress activities the
S�sessu deem �unfriendly� in the Fron-
tier systems closest to them. This has

caused Star L aw to take an active inter-
est in certain foreign and business
affairs of the S�sessu, though the race as
a whole is not regarded as dangerous or
hostile.

Attitudes

The S�sessu are essentially amoral (nei-
ther knowing nor caring about the dif-
ference between good and evil). It is a
good bet that a S�sessu will always do

exactly what is best for it, even to the
extent of betraying others without a
second thought to save itself. This
�every-worm-for-itself� attitude makes

the S�sessu disliked, especially by the
V rusk (who have suffered in certain
business dealings from the S�sessu love
for �dirty tricks�).

N onetheless, the other races have
learned to work with the S�sessu, often
with great success and mutual benefit

for both sides. S�sessu adventurers often
work well as team members, especially
if they see their chances of finding per-
sonal gain and wealth are improved

through cooperative effort. Of course, a
better offer might always be made by
someone else, leaving the door open for
possible treachery.

Special abilities

Ability Insight. B ecause of the extremely
competitive nature of S�sessu society,
individuals have developed the ability to
judge the strengths and weaknesses of
opponents. All S�sessu start with a score
of 5 %  in this ability. This is the percent-
age chance a S�sessu has of learning one
ability score or skill level of a being he
observes. The S�sessu must see his oppo-

nent actually doing something related to
that ability score before he can make

this judgment.
For example, Asphenomenas, a S�sessu,

sees a smuggler outside a spaceport. The
smuggler is trying to shoot a beam
weapon at a guard robot. Aspheno-
menas secretly watches the smuggler,
and the player tells the referee that
Asphenomenas wants to use his Ability

Insight to determine the smuggler�s DEX

score (based upon the smuggler�s shoot-
ing ability). The referee secretly rolls
percentile dice. If the die roll is 05  or
under, Asphenomenas will have learned

Power and
possessions
are only for

those S’sessu
who can take

and keep them.

the smuggler�s DEX  score. A roll over 05
would indicate uncertainty and no
knowledge gained. Ability Insight may
be increased by spending experience,
just like any other ability score may be
raised. This ability may only be used

once per game hour, simulating the
intense concentration required to use it.

Creating  a S� sessu character

S�sessu characters are created in the
same way as other characters. The fol-
lowing Ability Modifiers are used when
creating a S�sessu:

STR /STA: +0
DEX /R S: +0
IN T/L OG: +1 0
PER /L DR : -1 0

S�sessu have the same movement rate as

Sathar do. They walk at 1 0 meters per
turn, run at 20 meters per turn, and
move long distances at 3  kilometers per

hour.
The following R acial R eaction Modi-

fiers may also be used when dealing
with S�sessu:

Humans have a -5  reaction penalty to
S�sessu.

V rusk have a -1 0 reaction penalty to

S�sessu.
S�sessu have a +5  reaction bonus to

Sathar.
S�sessu have a -5  reaction penalty to

V rusk.
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